Project #1 (Fund: 5030, Hazardous Waste Facility Management. Amount: $5.0M)
From approximately 1937 to 2020, Master Chrome Services, Inc. (Master Chrome), located at 5709 Herman Avenue, Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio (facility), conducted hard chrome plating in a residential area within a 10,000 square foot building. Master Chrome is defunct and Ohio EPA, through the Ohio Attorney General's Office, has a 2023 judgment requiring Master Chrome to clean up the facility and pay a penalty. Since 2020, the building has remained abandoned, with hazardous waste still stored on-site and contamination affecting the soil and groundwater, including areas beneath the structure. Furthermore, the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District has experienced ongoing challenges with groundwater contamination seeping into its sanitary sewer system. The requested appropriation will be used to develop a scope of work and hire a contractor to remove the waste from inside the building, raze the building, and perform assessment and remedial work at the site.

Project #2 (Fund: 5050, Hazardous Waste Clean-Up. Amount: $4.1M)
There are several former gas stations located in Trumbull and Belmont Counties that are owned by land banks and require additional work. Targeted Brownfields Assessments have been conducted at these sites, identifying the need for additional work at each site. Work at the sites may range from the removal of underground storage tanks to asbestos abatement and building demolition. These sites are located in smaller communities where they are a blight and deterrent to development in the area. The requested appropriation will be used to develop scopes of work for each site and hire contractors to perform the work.

Project #3 (Fund: 5050, Hazardous Waste Clean-Up. Amount: $1.0M)
The Columbiana County Land Reutilization Corporation (CCLRC) has been a partner in identifying and addressing legacy contamination sites in East Palestine, Ohio. The CCLRC specifically identified the 448 Taggart Street site, which has already received federal Targeted Brownfields Assessment funding and Ohio Department of Development funding. In order to complete remediation at the site, additional funding is required. CCLRC has also requested assistance with other sites in the area to prepare the sites for redevelopment. The requested appropriation will be used to supplement existing federal and state funding for the Taggart site and perform remedial work at other sites identified by CCLRC.

Project #4 (Fund: 5050, Hazardous Waste Clean-Up. Amount: $750k)
Bells Foundry, located at 130 N. High Street in Hillsboro, Ohio, began operations in 1945. The property was owned by Emerson Electric from 1981 to 2024. The above-grade portions of the former structures on the property were demolished circa 1990, leaving behind the foundations. The property remains vacant and is owned by the Hillsboro Community Improvement Corp. Prior work performed at the site revealed the presence of lead-impacted soils which require removal. The requested appropriation will be used to develop a scope of work and hire a contractor to remove lead-impacted soils from the site.
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